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WORSHIP SERVICE AND
PICNIC IN THE PARK
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2022 – 10 a.m.
West Earl Twp. Lions Park - Talmage
On Sunday, August 14, we will gather for our morning worship
service at 10 a.m. in the West Earl Township Lions Park on
Route 772 North between Talmage and Brownstown. Invite
your friends and neighbors to this outdoor worship celebration!
In case of rain, the service will be relocated to the church.
Following the service there will be barbecue chicken, chips,
applesauce, ice cream, and bottled water available. If you
would like other sides, please feel free to bring additional
picnic items for your family.
Feel free to stay and enjoy an afternoon in the park. The park
has a great path for walking or biking, a playground, and is
located next to a stream where you can go wading or fishing.
Items to bring:
•

Lawn chairs or blankets for seating in the shaded lawn
area of the park.

•

Table games, lawn games, bikes, etc.

•

Donations will be accepted toward the cost of the food.

To help our volunteers plan for the food, please complete the
bottom of this page, and place it in the offering plate or email
(fhmc@foresthillschurch.org) or call your reservation into the
church office (717-656-6227) by August 7.


RSVP BY AUGUST 7

Count me in for lunch at Service in the Park on Sunday, August 14.

Name(s):
Number of adults and youth
Number of children (ages 10 and under)

FOREST HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH - CHURCH COUNCIL
HIGHLIGHTS
July 20, 2022
Jon Carlson, Lead Pastor – Jon has had extensive conversations
regarding the MC USA delegate actions; participated in three funerals;
took some vacation time; and is preaching a sermon series on Ephesians.
He noted that changing makeup of the congregation offers new
opportunities and also some challenges.
Becky Degan, Associate Pastor of Worship and Christian Education –
Becky reported that the kids’ summer program is over halfway complete with
a total of 28 kids attending from 13 different families - eight that attend Forest
Hills. Becky preached once in June and is now planning the fall KFC schedule
and recruiting teachers for Sunday School classes and preparing for the 202223 year.
Nina Harnish, Minister of Care and Visitation – Nina is staying connected
with individuals having health or personal crises; is leading the summer
Sunday School elective that has had positive feedback thus far; is connecting
and visiting with new attendees; preached one sermon; and participated in
four funerals in June and July. Nina has also been paying increased attention
to patterns/reasons folks aren’t attending regularly; has communicated with
Class Shepherds regarding the upcoming church year; and is re-evaluating the
current structure and methods of the church library.
Becky Bathurst, Youth and Young Adult Director – Becky reported that
Junior Youth had an overnight campout in June; the MYF service week was
held in July with a group of 12 students and 5 adults serving with the
Brooklyn Peace Center in Brooklyn, NY; and the Young Adults were offered
an evening gathering but there were no takers due to scheduling conflicts.
Junior Youth has a Welcome/Farewell Pool Party scheduled, and moving up
Sunday, when new 6th graders will be invited to join Junior Youth, is
scheduled for August 7. The MYF Welcome/Farewell is an overnight trip to
Camp Swatara; new freshmen will be welcomed to this event and all future
MYF activities. Young Adults will be offered one more event this summer,
and a decision will be made about restarting the Adopt-a-Student program in
the upcoming weeks. Finding volunteer leaders for the MYF continues to be a
challenge. One new advisor has committed for the coming year, and Becky is
waiting for the response of two others.
Andrew Bodden, Mission and Service Commission – Andrew said the
Commission is processing a Mission and Service Investment Fund request
for a Mennonite Disaster experience in California. They are also looking at
two recently submitted Flex Fund requests.

Lauren Krady, Property Committee – On behalf of the Property
Committee, Lauren reported that Atlantic Coast Conference has completed
its move to our facility, and sharing the space is working out well; a new
commercial-grade dehumidifier was purchased for the basement at a cost of
$2,300; and estimates are being gathered to determine if there are enough
funds to replace the solar lounge carpet before the end of this fiscal year.
Kevin Hersch, Discernment Committee – Kevin presented the slate for
positions that need to be filled by this Committee for the 2022-23 church
year. Most positions have been filled except for the Youth Member on the
Worship Commission. Becky Bathurst will give this opening some thought
and respond to Kevin. The slate will be presented to the congregation
through the bulletin on August 7, and a vote of affirmation will be received
on August 21.
−

FINANCIAL REVIEW AND DRAFT BUDGET DISCUSSION:
Treasurer Sam Clement reported that income slipped slightly below budget
for the first time in quite a while. Cash in the Restricted Funds was
reduced primarily due to the Future Capital Projects Fund expenditure for
roof replacement. The Lancaster Mennonite School Church Partnership
Fund has a negative balance, but there are pledges to cover this deficit. It
was noted that fewer contributions are being made to the Refugee
Education Fund resulting in a deficit in this account as well. Several ideas
for how we might add income to this Fund were discussed. Most of the
budget line items are on target with expectations. However, Conference
Travel is over budget due to a decision to increase the percentage of travel
costs for our delegates who attended the May MC USA meeting.
Nevertheless, income does exceed overall expenses – a good spot to be in
at this time of year.

−

BUDGET AND CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS: Sam presented a
first draft of the proposed 2022-23 budget. Final requests from several
commissions are still pending. After these amounts are submitted, Council
will vote to approve the proposed budget and then present it to the
congregation for review prior to the State of the Church meeting on
September 18. After that meeting, Council will discuss any feedback
received and present the final budget proposal to the congregation for a
vote at the end of the service on October 2.

−

FACILITIES USE POLICY: Council approved amendments to current
sanctuary usage guidelines. These guidelines will include a requirement
and fee for a Forest Hills sound tech to be present at all non-congregational
uses of the sanctuary. A fee was also added for hosts at these events.
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