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FOREST HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
April 4, 2022
− MC USA RESOLUTIONS: Council engaged in a discussion
with delegates Erin Hershey, Allon Lefever, and Keith Stuckey
about how they might best represent the congregation when it
comes time to vote at the Assembly. After reviewing the survey
results and other verbal feedback, each delegate affirmed that they
have heard these responses and are prepared to represent the
congregation at the Assembly. While each stated that they have an
inclination on how they will vote, they are also open to the Spirit’s
leading as they hear further discussion at the Assembly.
− LEADERSHIP REPORTS:
Jon Carlson, Lead Pastor – Jon has had ongoing conversation
regarding the MC USA resolutions; worked with Becky Degan on
the Lenten sermon series focused on the Psalms and human
emotion. Jon is working with Becky Bathurst on the baptism
classes and is planning sermons for post-Easter, including two
weeks on shifts in Christian faith within the culture. Jon noted that
the demands on his time as moderator-elect of MC USA are
becoming a bit more intense as May’s Assembly nears.
Becky Degan, Associate Pastor of Worship and Christian
Education – Becky helped the KFC kids with two service projects –
making items for senior bags and centerpieces for the Easter Breakfast.
For the Easter service, she is leading two choir rehearsals and working
on options for others’ involvement. She and Janette Lile will once again
lead a kids’ program on Wednesday mornings this summer using
Group’s Momentum VBS curriculum. Christian Education Commission
plans to meet in mid-April.
Nina Harnish, Minister of Care and Visitation – Nina is staying
connected with individuals having health or personal crises; co-leading
the new Sunday School class; supporting two individuals in Hospice care
and three in treatment for cancer; led the MYF Spiritual Retreat with her
husband Craig; prepared Easter care bags for our seniors; and helped a
committee plan a women’s social activity.

Becky Bathurst, Youth and Young Adult Director – Becky assisted
Junior Youth and the MYF in a combined Pinewood Derby and meal
fundraiser attended by approximately 170 people. Eight students
attended the MYF’s Spiritual Retreat held at Camp Eder with input
from Nina and Craig Harnish. Young adults joined the MYF for a game
night hosted by the Clappers. Junior Youth is planning summer
activities including an August retreat at Paradise Lake. The MYF will
soon begin planning for Youth Sunday on May 15, and baptism classes
will start in early April with baptism also scheduled for May 15.
Andrew Bodden, Mission and Service Commission – Andrew
submitted a written report stating that a Mission and Service
Investment Fund grant of $ 2,073.95 was approved for the team that
served at a Mennonite Disaster Service project in Paradise,
California. The Commission will be meeting this month to review
two pending Flex Fund requests and one Mission and Service
Investment Fund request.
Lauren Krady, Property Committee – Lauren noted that progress
is being made on the renovations for the area of the building to be
used for Atlantic Coast Conference offices. Sam and Jerry met with
the Property Committee to discuss future sanctuary repairs and
updates.
− FINANCIAL REVIEW AND UPDATE: Treasurer Sam Clement
reported that year-to-date giving is ahead of budget and ahead of last
year’s giving at this same time in the year. Worship Resources is
slightly over budget due to the purchase of a listening device system
to be used by those with difficulty hearing. This device is available
for use by anyone upon request from a tech in the sound booth.

