


























FOREST HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
February 7, 2022
MC USA Resolutions: The Elders joined Council for a discussion of issues
proposed for review and/or approval at the May Special Delegate Assembly.
These include a resolution to amend MC USA membership guidelines, a decision
regarding whether or not to vote on a proposed resolution for repentance and
transformation submitted by the LGBTQIA community, an accessibility
resolution, and a proposal for members – congregations and conferences – to
address the injustice within the current US criminal justice system. In addition to
feedback from the Elders, each Council member was asked to respond to these
proposals. Feedback from the congregational survey was also reviewed; 55 Forest
Hills congregants responded to Council’s online survey, and many provided
additional comments or questions. Several dominant themes and questions
emerged and will be part of the congregational discussion on February 27.
−

Leadership Reports:
Jon Carlson, Lead Pastor – Jon is preaching a series on how we approach,
read, interpret and apply Scripture; began planning for the congregational
process for reviewing MC USA resolutions; participated in a memorial
service; working with Alex to review his internship to date and plan ahead for
the second half of his term. New initiatives include preparing a sermon series
on Scripture, reconciliation, and justice for February and a Lenten series
focused on the Psalms and human emotions.
Becky Degan, Associate Pastor of Worship and Christian Education –
Becky led KFC that re-started the beginning of February with 16 kids
participating. New initiatives include planning for a Lenten series on the
Psalms; planning for Passing the Book with six 2nd graders receiving Bibles;
and adjusting to decreasing worship leader volunteers and staff taking more
responsibility in this role. (She has about one volunteer per month, and Nina is
leading worship on most of the other Sundays.)
Nina Harnish, Minister of Care and Visitation – Nina stayed connected
with individuals experiencing health or personal crises; delivered almost 50
care bags to seniors in January with help from the Care Team; delivered meals
of appreciation for nurses and doctors in our congregation who provide direct
care; was involved in a viewing, memorial service and meal planning for a
memorial service; and had increased worship leading responsibilities. Current
initiatives include a Mennonite Central Committee hygiene kit service project
for women and providing shared leadership for new young adult Sunday
School class.

Becky Bathurst, Youth and Young Adult Director – Becky reported that
Junior Youth had a joint event with the MYF at Sky Zone, and Junior Youth
also assembled the care bags for seniors. She held an MYF Council meeting
to plan for the next three months; and began a Sunday School series on the
basic tenets of faith. Young adults were invited to participate in MYF Sunday
School over their Christmas break. Junior Youth has scheduled its annual
Pinewood Derby for March 20. MYF is evaluating interest in starting a new
baptism class, and a 4-year plan is being developed for MYF Sunday School
to ensure critical content and topics are covered.
Andrew Bodden, Mission and Service Commission – Andrew shared that at
a recent Mission and Service Commission meeting, the Hospitality Advocate
reported that it’s been a challenge to find Greeters, and the Local Outreach
and Service Advocate will be exploring a variety of NGOs in the community
for ideas to involve the church in community outreach. A $2,000 Flex Fund
grant was approved for Shirati KMT Hospital.
Lauren Krady, Property Committee – The following projects have been
completed: foyer men’s restroom mirrors were replaced, and shelves were
built in the storage closet to move educational supplies out of the back wing.
The Property Committee has chosen M&E Roofing to replace the roof on the
sanctuary and Sunday School/garage portions of the building at a cost of
$46,705; this will be funded out of the Future Capital Project Fund.

−

Financial Review and Update: Treasurer Sam Clement reported that
contributions are ahead of budget for the year, and contributions to all outside
ministries have been paid in full. Most expenses are trending close to budget.
Worship Resources, however, had an increased need for funds due to
purchases for a/v equipment. Under-spending in other areas of the budget is
expected to compensate for this overage. With lack of fundraising
opportunities in the last year or two, there is some concern about future
funding for the Student Financial Aid Fund.
Complete meeting minutes are available in the church library.

