Forest Hills
Christmas Giving Project
This year we will again be supporting families in need in the
Conestoga Valley School District. In honor of Forest Hill's 75th
Anniversary, we would like to collect 75 gift cards. Let's share our
blessings with those in need.
We are collecting $50 gift cards to Target or Walmart. Please bring the
cards to church by Sunday, November 28. Cards can be placed in the
snowman basket by the ushers’ room.
New rolls of Christmas wrapping paper and clear tape are also needed
and may be placed in the silver box by the snowman basket.
Please contact Kathy Unangst with any questions.

Thank you for your generosity!
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FOREST HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
November 1, 2021
− Endowments Presentation: Elyse Kauffman and Lynette Morales
from Everence shared information about planned giving and
endowments. Everence helps churches set up endowment funds that
congregants can contribute towards to help with expenses. Gifts to this
fund would not replace giving towards the budget. Council will
continue to explore this opportunity.
− Leadership Reports:
Jon Carlson, Lead Pastor – Jon completed a series of responses to
questions about Christian nonviolence and shared them via social
media; delivered a sermon series on the nature and purpose of church.
Going forward, Jon has a sermon series planned on Christian
understanding of the past, future, and present; is planning a two-part
sermon series on sexuality; and planning a series focused on the songs
of Christmas and the story of Scripture for Advent. Jon shared the
following attendance statistics: Average attendance for the four
Sundays of October in 2019 was 195 and in 2021 it was 138 (41%).
Range of attendance in 2019 was 174-215, and in 2021 it has been 116171.
Becky Degan, Associate Pastor of Worship and Christian
Education – Becky is continuing to offer support to Sunday School
teachers as they navigate the unpredictable children’s attendance, and
scheduling for Kids Church is a challenge. Planning for Advent and
Christmas has begun with a shortened choir season, Bell Choir,
planning the worship services, and scheduling musicians.
Nina Harnish, Minister of Care and Visitation – Nina helped
organize a women’s social and craft night; is staying connected with
individuals having health or personal crises; exploring a Sunday School
Class for (approximately) 25-30-year-olds; making home visits to new
attendees; and exploring possibilities for one potential small group; and
working on Advent care bags for seniors. Nina and Becky Bathurst will
continue to explore the possibility of a young adult Sunday School
Class.

Becky Bathurst, Youth and Young Adult Director – Becky reported
that Junior Youth held two well-attended events - a barn party at
Rodaks’ and an evening of bowling. Last month the MYF held a parent
meeting and had a joint barn party with youth from Community
Mennonite Church of Lancaster. Becky is continuing to gather
information on our young adults and reaching out to individuals. The
MYF and young adults are planning a joint event for November.
Adopt-a-Student program should be up and running by the end of
November.
Andrew Bodden, Mission and Service Commission – Andrew
reported that the Commission will have its first meeting this week. The
Commission has received some Flex Fund requests to process, and gift
cards for needy families in the Conestoga Valley School District was
chosen as this year’s Christmas project.
Lauren Krady, Property Committee – Lauren reported that
volunteers from the church trimmed and removed decaying trees and
branches around the property; Protech replaced the HVAC unit for the
basement area; Weaver fixed leaks in the roof above the kitchen; High
Property Services did the fall shrubbery pruning; and Ron Martin Signs
plans to replace the front lawn sign in the near future.

−

FINANCIAL REVIEW AND UPDATE: Treasurer Sam Clement
noted that while we are 17% behind budget in our giving, we are ahead
of contribution totals at this same time last year. Contributions have not
covered expenses year to date. This is caused, in part, by some
payments being made in full at the beginning of the fiscal year. All
payments to outside ministries are up to date. Larger health insurance
increases may mean that we will be over budget on this line item at
year end.

−

MCUSA RESOLUTIONS: Delegates will process four resolutions at
the May 2022 special delegate assembly, two of which address
questions of LGBTQ inclusion. Council will need to help our delegates
prepare for this process and plans to revisit this matter again in early
2022.

